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Welcome from the Principal

What a fantastic year we’ve had at Orchard Hill 

College. It has been wonderful to look through all the 

good news stories on our website from across the 

college centres and see the incredible achievements 

of our students. These successes wouldn’t be possible 

without the support of our parents, carers, and friends 

so I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for 

your continued commitment to enabling our students to 

achieve. 

For those of you who are leaving College this year, I wish you all the very best for the future; 

please keep in touch to let us know how you are getting on in life after Orchard Hill College!

Have a lovely summer and I look forward to seeing students back in September.

Dr Caroline Allen OBE

Term dates 2018-19

Autumn term 2018

Monday 10th September – INSET day 

Tuesday 11th September – first day back for students
Monday 22nd October – Friday 26th October – Half term

Monday 29th October - first day back for students
Monday 17th December– Friday 4th January – Christmas holidays

Spring term 2019

Monday 7th January - first day back for students 
Monday 18th February – Friday 22nd February – Half term

Monday 25th February – INSET day 

Tuesday 26th February - first day back for students 
Monday 1st April – Monday 22nd April – Easter holidays

Summer term 2019

Tuesday 23rd April - first day back for students
Monday 27th May – Friday 31st May – half term

Monday 3rd June - first day back for students
Wednesday 17th July – last day of term for students

Thursday 18th July – INSET day 



We were so excited to be part of Carshalton Artists Open Studios, better known as CAOS, on 

Saturday 30th June.

Based outside The Corner Gallery, we set up a gallery displaying students’ beautiful paintings 

alongside short descriptions of the unique ways each piece was created. It was a blazing hot day 

but so many people stopped to see our spot on the trail which took visitors across Carshalton to 

studios, galleries and local businesses for workshops and to marvel at local artistic talent.

Absolute CAOS in Carshalton!

We were there displaying a range of 

paintings by students from VPC in 

Carshalton. Visitors were astounded at the 

work, with many pieces selling for donations 

to the charity.

A few hours in to the day and we had seen 

so many visitors, then one very special 

guest arrived – one of the artists! Abigail 

stayed with us to speak about her work and 

how she’d created it, and was delighted to 

see some of her paintings go to new homes.

It was such a privilege to be part of the 

art festival and we’re already speaking 

to Jackie from The Corner Gallery about 

coming back next year, so we look forward 

to keeping you updated with progress. Time 

for our students to get painting!

Best Learner Award 

Congratulations to Anna who was awarded Orchard Hill College’s Best Learner at the 

COSLP 2018 Awards. 

The prestigious ceremony was held at the House of Lords and hosted by Lord Graham 

Tope. Anna, currently studying on our Building Skills for Independence programme is a 

well-deserved winner. 

Her determination and 

enthusiasm for learning led to her 

overcoming many hurdles. She 

has developed into a kind, calm 

natured sociable student and an 

active confident member of her 
community. 

Anna has flourished at College 
and at her volunteering work. This 

award is a great acknowledgment 

of her hard work and commitment.



Outstanding Achievement Awards

On Tuesday 3rd July students, staff, parents, 

carers, friends and special guests arrived at a 

gloriously sunny Epsom Downs Racecourse 

for the Outstanding Achievement Awards to 

celebrate the successes of students finishing 
their courses with us. 

After welcome drinks the awards ceremony 

was soon underway, but not before having 

photos taken in front of the huge 2018 balloons! 

Each student took to the stage to receive their 

certificate and have their photo taken with 
our special guests, The Mayor of Epsom and 

Ewell, Councillor Neil Dallen; Charis Penfold, 

Director of Education Services, Achieving for 

Children; Fiona Phelps, Assistant Director, 

Education & SEND, London Borough of Sutton; 

John Johnson, Deputy Director of Children’s 

Services, London Borough of Wandsworth; and 

Peter Mucklow, Director of Further Education, 

Education & Skills Funding Agency. 

After the awards had been given out everyone 

enjoyed a buffet dinner and time to mingle with 

their friends before the music started and in true 

Orchard Hill College style, the dancefloor was 
full from first song to last! It was such a fantastic 
celebration to mark our students’ hard work and 

commitment to achieve; we’re so sad to see 

you all leave but we wish you the very best for 

the future.



Richard has always had a great interest in the National Express, in his spare time he likes to go on 

trips all over the city and loves spending time on the buses.

His lecturer at Lomond House saw this passion and approached National Express to see if he 

would be able to take part in some work experience. Richard was in luck and he soon began 

working one day a week at the depot in Victoria. His roles and responsibilities there have involved 

helping to keep the buses clean and restocked and ensuring that each bus is ready for its next 

journey.

Making dreams come true at National Express!

Is it a bird…is it a plane…no, it’s the Digital School 

at Comic Con!

The Digital School enjoyed a trip to MCM Comic 

Con 2018 at London’s Excel. It is a huge event 

for super fans, some of whom dress up to 

display their love for their favourite superhero, 

anime or video characters. (Yes, that really is a 

tribute to Splatoon 2 you can see in the photo!) 

Students got to visit the Creator Zone where 

they met industry vloggers, artists and other 

fans.

They also picked up the latest exclusive news 

about gaming, TV and films. A highlight was a 
visit to the Comic Village, home to the largest 

gathering of comic creators in the UK.

This is a dream job for Richard, and after all 

those years of visiting the bus station once a 

week to check out the latest buses, he now 

gets to work and help with something he is so 

passionate about.

His hard work and dedication have paid off 

as National Express have offered him to stay 

on after College; something he is incredibly 

excited about.

His Mum said “I am so proud of Richard, I can 

see how happy this placement has made him. 

I am also extremely excited for him to have 

something he can continue with after College 

finishes.”

Well done, Richard!



Down’s Syndrome Awareness Day
To help raise awareness for World Down’s Syndrome Day, students and staff at Wyvern House, 

Hillingdon all came in with their odd socks (and plenty of spare odd socks so everyone could join 

in the fun!)

Students turn Lecturer for the Met Police!

Our Centre in New Malden was approached by its local police station about delivering 

Makaton training and special needs awareness to their police officers. Our staff members 
were of course delighted to be asked, but thought who better to deliver the training than our 

students themselves!

Odd socks were chosen as a symbol for World 

Down Syndrome Day because chromosomes 

are shaped like socks, and those with Down 

Syndrome have an extra one. For more 

information, please visit: 

https://worlddownsyndromeday.org/

Three students delivered a one hour training 

session to the Met Police Officers, covering 
an introduction to Makaton followed by a 

general Q&A about special needs, how they 

feel when they’re out in their community, and 

in an open discussion, the police officers 
asked our students’ advice on various topics 

including how best to approach someone 

with special needs who they feel may need 

help.

Students then gave a tour of their College 

Centre and spoke about what they do at 

College, their interests and aspirations for 

the future.

The session was invaluable to the officers 
and a great experience for our students. 

One of the officers, Wayne, said “I found 
the Makaton training very useful to help 

others in the community”  while Rosalind 
said “I found the training very interesting 

and students were really friendly”.
The training session was such a success 

that more training is being planned for the 

near future!



Community Kindness

We are privileged to have been chosen for community charity schemes at Waitrose Ruislip and 

Asda Wallington.

The green token scheme at Waitrose and Asda’s support have raised nearly £400 for our students! 

Rose, a Learning Support Assistant based at Wyvern in Uxbridge, who kindly put us forward for 

the Waitrose scheme said ‘I am pleased to have contributed in getting us put forward for this great 

scheme so that the students will benefit from it.’

We were also delighted to welcome Community Champion Lisa Hunt from Asda who joined 

students for a live podcast!

 

In 2016 Orchard Hill College became an independent charity, and we’re continuing our fundraising 

efforts so that we can develop more exciting projects for our students.  

easyfundraising.org.uk is a great way to raise money for charities just by shopping online. We’re 

asking parents, carers, staff, friends, and family who shop online to create an easyfundraising 

account, which means at no extra cost to you, you will generate additional donations to the 

College!

Here’s a brief guide to how it works:   

Follow the steps to create your account, it’s 100% free, no payment information is needed, and 

you will be helping to raise money by shopping with your favourite retailers. 

easyfundraising.org.uk



An amazing time was had at the Afternoon Awards at each college centre, celebrating each and 

every student’s achievements this year. Thank you to all parents and carers who were able to join 

the events; as always they were fantastic celebrations and we’d like to congratulate every student 

for their successes during the year. 

Afternoon Awards

We wish all our students, families and carers a brilliant summer break, and 

look forward to welcoming back continuing students in September!

RE:CODE London 2018 –Students Tackle the City’s 

Challenges with Lego and their Imaginations! 

Students took part in RE:CODE London at The Workshop in Lambeth - an initiative run by the 

Mayor of London, the LEGO® Group and Institute of Imagination.

Students rose to the challenge set by RE:CODE London to build eco-friendly vehicles to tackle the 

capital’s air pollution. They put their coding and building skills into practice and created a range 

of vehicles out of Lego that were activated via iPad. Students then got to parade their pollution-

busting automobiles along a specially designed street built entirely out of Lego. 

This is the first time that students with SEND have taken part in the sessions and The Deputy 
Mayor for Social Integration, Social Mobility and Community Engagement, Matthew Ryder said: 

“RE:CODE London is a wonderful way for young Londoners to put their imaginations to the test, 

have fun and solve some of the capital’s problems through coding.

All students deserve the opportunity to 

develop these skills, and we had some 

great ideas coming out of the session 

which were then translated into coded Lego 

constructions – excellent work all round!”

David Pallash from Lego Education was in 

attendance and students were excited to 

show him how well their designs had come 

together and how fast their vehicles could 

go!


