Family
Matters
Spring 2019

In this term’s
issue...
•
•
•
•
•

A message from
Dr Caroline Allen
Student successes
News from across
the college
Dates for the diary
...and more

Welcome
Congratulations to all the students for their fantastic achievements
this term. It has been a busy term and you can read some of the
exciting highlights from all our centres here.
Thank you to everyone who was able to attend our Coffee Mornings
and engaged in discussions with us. We also celebrated National
Apprenticeship Week, so I would like to take this opportunity to
thank our apprentices for all their valuable work.
Best Wishes for a Happy Easter

Dr Caroline Allen OBE
CEO and Principal

Kelly Phillips
Head of College

Retirement message from Dr Caroline Allen OBE
I will be retiring from Orchard Hill College &
Academy Trust this summer, after 32 years. They
have been 32 truly amazing years and I want to
thank you for your support for me along the way.
Working with our students and families alongside
our staff, governors and other stakeholders, has
been a privilege. I have seen so many OHC
students benefit from our College and overcome
significant personal challenges to attain wonderful,
positive outcomes and it’s these memories which I
shall treasure dearly.

I am confident that I leave OHC in safe hands. Kelly
Phillips is an outstanding Head of College. With her
leadership, the expertise of governors and trustees,
our specialist staff teams, supportive parents and
truly inspiring students; I know I can look forward
to many successes of OHC changing lives for our
students and communities in the years to come.
Dr Caroline Allen, OBE

Matrix quality standard achieved!
We’re delighted to announce the college has become re-accredited to the
Matrix quality standard, following a short assessment visit. The report found:
“Orchard Hill College is a listening organisation, with the Review highlighting
many examples of how the staff and learner voice continue to shape service
design and delivery.”
“Action planning practices stretch and challenge learners. A review of
individual learning plans….highlighted that bespoke action planning is centred
upon building a future full of aspirations.”
“Innovation and continuous improvement are at the heart of the College and
most evident across technology advancements that have taken place in the
last three years.”

A Trip to the Mayor of Hillingdon’s chamber!
Students from Wyvern House visited the Mayor of Hillingdon in his
chambers in Uxbridge. The group gave a short presentation to the
Mayor about the college and the facilities available to them in the
Hillingdon area. They also shared their ideas on how Hillingdon could
be improved for young people with disabilities. The Mayor was very
interested in the students’ views and gave some really useful feedback
on the presentations.
The Mayor and his wife gave the students a tour around the Mayor’s
chamber and allowed them to see the official robes and mace.
Student Evie, who is very passionate about student advocacy, said “it
was a really fun and enjoyable day, I am glad that I got to show the
Mayor my presentation and I hope he will take on board some of my
ideas!”

British Esports
Championships

Dates for the
diary

Orchard Hill College had a great start to the British
Esports Championships with two wins in two
weeks!

Tuesday 23rd April – first day back

The British Esports Championships is a team
based, competitive video gaming tournament
for students aged 12-19 across the UK. Orchard
Hill College’s Digital School is one of eight
institutions taking part in the “The Champs for
Alternative Provision” (AP), which is the first
Esports competition of its kind in the UK just for
AP schools and colleges.

Thursday 23rd May – last day of half
term
Monday 3rd June – first day back
Wednesday 17th July – last day of term
Dates for our annual awards
ceremonies will be sent out soon;
we look forward to celebrating all our
students’ successes with you.

The competition is set around the hugely popular
game Rocket League, which involves teams of
three driving rocket powered cars around an arena
with the aim of knocking an oversized football into
a goal.
Students were over the moon to receive a delivery
of three high spec gaming PCs on loan to them
for the duration of the competition, along with free
Rocket League licenses.
Playing Esports in moderation has many benefits.
They can be used as a vehicle to engage and
motivate young people in a relevant, alreadyhugely-popular, team based activity through
which they learn and develop key skills such
as communication, teamwork, leadership and
problem solving.
For further information, dates and news
please visit www.orchardhill.ac.uk

VPC welcomes special guests
Staff and students at VPC welcomed two special visitors this term, Fiona Phelps, Assistant Director,
Education and SEND (LBS) and Head of SEND Team Manager, Amalia Banon.
Student, Lukas, and Head of Centre, Linda
Rowe, gave Fiona and Amalia a guided tour of
the college centre. Students were keen to greet
the visitors and talk to them about what they
were learning in their sessions. Matt showed
them his crafting skills whilst making a valentine
themed plaque, whilst other students illustrated
how they use Contour (an e-learning portfolio) to
track their learning journey.
After the tour, Fiona and Amalia met Kelly
Phillips, Head of College and Kirsty Cottrell,
Assistant Head of College to find out more about
student outcomes and the strategic direction of
the college.

Community matters
Daniel attends college at Beaconsfield, our
centre in New Malden, and has recently
taken a huge leap in developing his
independence skills.
Until recently, Daniel has felt comfortable
accessing his course within the college
centre, but he has taken a great step
forward and started accessing his
community, developing his independence,
road safety skills and making choices.
This is a signifcant change Daniel has
successfully made to his routine; one that
develops a number of life skills and will
open so many opportunities to him.

Work Placement
at Salvation Army
Chile, a student from Lomond House
started a work placement at The
Salvation Army in Brixton. He has been
working really hard towards getting a
placement so is very happy with his
new role.
He is an assistant caretaker and has
been completing tasks such as clearing
pathways, cleaning windows and other
jobs.
Since starting the placement, the time
Chile spends completing different tasks
has continued to increase and it is
clear to see that he is really enjoying
his placement!
Jasmin, Learning Support Assistant
said “It is really impressive to see how
well Chile is doing at The Salvation
Army. I am so proud of all his hard
work and dedication!”

Join us at the DigiCafé
Last term students from the
Digital School held an official
launch event for the DigiCafé, a
weekly informal meet-up where
customers can enjoy a hot drink,
some freshly made treats and
ask any digital questions they
may have, whether it’s how to do
online shopping, how to set up a
new piece of kit, or even just to
play some online games.

The DigiCafé is open every
Wednesday (during term-time)
from 11.30am to 1.30pm at the
Riverside Community Centre,
113 Culvers Avenue, Carshalton,
SM5 2FJ.
We look forward to seeing
you there soon!

Join us on
Wednesdays at the
Riverside Centre
from 11:30am to
1:30pm
The DigiCafe

is open to all!

If the Boots fits…
Tharsiga from our Vocational Centre in Wandsworth is delighted to be starting a work
placement at Boots. She currently attends the hair and beauty vocational course, so having
the opportunity to work in the makeup department is enabling her to develop her skills further.
She had her induction where she was shown around the shop, introduced to her colleagues
and given an overview of what she will be doing at work.
Tharsiga will be based on the shop floor assisting customers, replenishing stock and working
with the team in this busy high street shop.
This is a fantastic achievement and we wish her all the best in her role.

“I’m really
excited to be
working here!”
- Tharsiga,
Student

Coffee mornings
Thank you to everyone who came along to our Coffee
Mornings held at each college centre. We have
decided to theme each one to make it more directed
and relevant to students’ needs. This term the meetings
were centred around Transitions, and Heads of Centres
and our Assistant Head of College, Kirsty Cottrell,
gave detailed presentations about the partnership links
students are able to build during their time at college,
and how these can continue when they finish their
course. If you would like a copy of the presentation
please visit the Leaving College page of our website
(under the Your College area), email kcottrell@
orchardhill.ac.uk or call 0345 402 0453.

Tom’s Farm
Students across Orchard Hill College are benefitting from the fantastic resources on site at our Vocational
Centre, which share a site with Nightingale Community Academy (NCA) in Wandsworth. The site has
facilities for students to learn mechanics, hairdressing and beauty, painting and decorating, catering,
construction, horticulture and farming.
Since last summer Tom’s Farm, the on-site farm at NCA, has undergone a transformation due to the tireless
efforts of Josh the Farm Manager. Josh has expanded and developed the farm, creating a safe, educational
and calming environment in which students can spend time learning the various skills that are necessary to
keep the farm running. The farm has established itself as a breeder, and recently welcomed piglets, goat
kids, lambs and baby rabbits!
Students are having a wonderful time seeing the progress the animals are making, and are learning so
many skills that they can take forward. For more details about the farm please visit www.nightingaleca.org

Digital Skills
The Digital Skills course was launched this year and students are developing a number of technical skills
that will give them the edge to make their career goals a reality.
The course is giving students a fantastic range of skills that are necessary for the digital age, with four
modules covering:
1. Computer basics: learning about hardware,
components and input devices.
2. Online basics: website use, accessing and using
email, setting up accounts to use different sites
and services, and working online safely and
responsibly.
3. Digital photography: using a digital camera and
editing photos in Photoshop.
4. Digital media: different file types such as image
and audio, how we share media and copyright
law.

“Students are doing excellent
work in learning and developing
a wide range of digital skills
which have relevance to the
careers they wish to pursue .”
- Rhys, Senior Teaching Aide in
the Digital School

This is the first cohort of students taking the course, and we look forward to keeping you updated with their
progress on our website over the coming months.

Christmas in the Community
It feels like such a long time ago already, but as
promised in the last issue of Family Matters, here are
photos from the Christmas in the Community events
at the end of last term, which were held in Kingston,
Sutton, Southwark and Hillingdon for all students to be
part of and enjoy.

easyfundraising and Amazon Smile
Easyfundraising.org.uk is a great way to raise
money for charities just by shopping online. You
don’t pay anything extra. So far they have raised
over £9 million for causes throughout the UK.
We’re asking parents, carers, staff, friends, and
family who shop online to create an easyfundraising
account, which means at no extra cost to you,
you will generate additional donations to benefit
students throughout the college.
Follow the simple steps on the website to
create your account; it’s 100% free, no payment
information is needed, and you will be helping
to raise money by shopping with your favourite
retailers.

automatic way for you to support a charity of your
choice every time you shop, at no cost to you.
When you shop at smile.amazon.co.uk, you’ll find
the exact same low prices, vast selection and
convenient shopping experience as amazon.co.uk,
with the added bonus that Amazon will donate
a portion of the purchase price to your selected
charity.
To register visit www.smile.amazon.co.uk and type
Orchard Hill College into the search bar, then follow
the next step.
Together we can raise more funds to benefit
students across Orchard Hill College!

Amazon has also launched a charitable scheme:
AmazonSmile. AmazonSmile is a simple and

See you next term!
We wish all our students a wonderful Easter break, and look forward to welcoming everyone back in April
for what is always an exciting term full of celebrations.
As always, if you would like to get in touch please call 0345 402 0453 or email enquiries@orchardhill.ac.uk

