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Welcome
What a wonderful year it has been! Our students have achieved 

so much and I am immensely proud of everyone. The Outstanding 

Achievement Awards Ceremony for our leavers really highlighted 

the wide range of their successes from securing jobs, gaining 

qualifications, starting up businesses to developing communication 
skills and many more!

As you will know I am retiring at the end of the summer term and I 

have been so privileged to visit the college centres and celebrate 

with students and staff. 

It has been wonderful to work with you and I wish all our students 

and families the best in their future endeavours. I look forward to 

coming back to visit to see how the college continues to succeed.

I wish everyone a relaxing and enjoyable summer break.

Dr Caroline Allen OBE  

CEO and Principal    



Term dates for 2019-2020
Autumn Term 2019:

Tuesday 10th September: first day back for students
Friday 18th October: INSET day

Monday 21st to Friday 25th October: Half term

Thursday 12th December: Last day of term 

Spring Term 2020:

Tuesday 7th January 2020: First day back for students

Monday 17th to Friday 21st February: Half term

Monday 24th February: INSET day

Thursday 26th March: Last day of term

Summer Term 2020:

Monday 20th April: First day back for students

Friday 24th April: INSET day

Friday 8th May: Bank holiday

Monday 25th to Friday 29th May: Half term

Friday 5th June: INSET day

Friday 16th July: Last day of term 

Film Festival
Students from across Orchard Hill College & 

Academy Trust (OHC&AT) joined together for 

this year’s Film Festival, where 15 short films 
were screened. An eclectic mix of original films 
was entered, all of which had been written, 

filmed and edited by students. Orchard Hill 
College’s entry was ‘Sonic Meets Splatoon’, 

which was met with huge applause from the 

audience!

Simon Gale, 

Creative Director of 

the Digital School 

said: “This has 

been a student 

led project, they 

came up with the 

great ideas and 

we simply guided 

them through the 

creative process of 

film making. All of 
the entries are very 

different, but equally 

amazing.”

Coffee 

Mornings
Thank you to everyone who came to our 

Coffee Mornings this term. 

We aim to give as much advice, information 

and guidance as possible during students’ 
time with us and to prepare them for their 

next steps after college, so we hope these 

events are of value to you. 

Keep an eye on our website www.

orchardhill.ac.uk and future issues of 

Family Matters for dates of other events.

You can visit our website www.orchardhill.ac.uk for 
news, events and stories from across college.

We’re also on Twitter @OHCandAT and 
Instagram @ohcandat



CoSLP Award Winner
On Thursday 23rd May, student Evie was invited to 

attend the Committee of South London Principals 

(CoSLP) Awards which took place at the House 

of Lords. The event was hosted by Lord Tope and 

there was a special speech by Sir Kenneth Olisa.

Here is Evie’s report on the event:
I went with my Mum, Indy (Head of Centre), 

Caroline (Teaching Assistant) and Kelly (Head of 

College) to the awards ceremony. We went on the 

college minibus and it was a good journey. We had 

a cup of tea, scones and cakes and sat on a table 

with the fastest under 17 runner who had also won 

an award. Every teacher came to the front with their 

student and gave the award to them whilst telling 

everyone why they had won their award. I really 

enjoyed it when Kelly spoke because I liked other 

people to know about all my good work. We had 

our photos taken with our certificate, prize and gift 
card. It was good. I gave a special speech to say 

thank you to my teachers for nominating me. The 

winners came to say congratulations to me and I 

said congratulations to the other 13 winners.

Caroline (Teaching Assistant) said: ‘It was an 
amazing day and we are all really proud of Evie and 

her hard work. She is an excellent ambassador for 

Orchard Hill College and we were thrilled to share 

the day with her.’

Alumni
We are pleased to welcome those who are leaving 

college this year to the Orchard Hill College Alumni.

This gives you the opportunity to stay in touch with 

your friends from college, plus you get:

• Invitations to events

• Early access to sign up to our holiday programmes

• A copy of ‘Include’ – the Orchard Hill College & 

Academy Trust annual magazine

You can also log on to your Sharespace account to 

keep in touch with your friends from college.

WHAT’S ON?

DigiCafé

Students from the Digital School are running a new 

DigiCafe.

The Digital Team is on hand to help visitors with 

various queries regarding their iPads and laptops or 

you can try out the latest apps and games.

The DigiCafé is open every Wednesday (during 

term-time) from 11.30am to 1.30pm at the 

Riverside Community Centre, 113 Culvers Avenue, 

Carshalton, SM5 2FJ. We look forward to seeing 

you there soon!

Christmas in the Community events

Please feel free to come and join us for some festive 

fun. The details of our events for Christmas 2019 

will be published nearer the time.

Enrichment Programme

The enrichment programme is a great opportunity 

for students to spend time doing what they love 

such as arts and crafts, sports, visiting museums… 

it’s tailored to their interests and hobbies.

For further information about the enrichment 

programme, costs and booking details please email: 

Assessments&placements@orchardhill.ac.uk



Afternoon Awards
The summer term is always an exciting one full of celebrations, and we had a 

wonderful time celebrating every student’s successes at each college centre’s 

Afternoon Awards. 

Thank you to everyone who joined us, the events were the perfect way to 

congratulate our students for all their hard work throughout the year.



Outstanding Achievement Awards
On Tuesday 2nd July we held our Outstanding 

Achievement Awards at Epsom Downs Racecourse 

to celebrate our leavers’ achievements. Students, 

their families and friends arrived ‘dressed to the 

nines’ to have portraits taken in front of the ‘2019’ 

balloons before entering the beautifully decorated 

room for their awards ceremony. 

We had the pleasure of welcoming special 

guests; Mayor of Epsom and Ewell, John Beckett; 

Director for Further Education, ESFA, Peter 

Mucklow; Director at the DfE, Tony Foot; Croydon 

Council’s Autism Champion, Jerry Fitzpatrick; and 

Chief Operating Officer and Director General of 
Operations Group, DfE, Mike Green. 

Each student was awarded with a certificate 
marking the culmination of their studies as well as 

a yearbook so they can remember their time at 

College. This was followed by a delicious buffet and 

of course…non-stop dancing! As you can see the 

evening was so much fun, and it was the perfect 

way to recognise the achievements of our students. 

We are so proud of you all and wish you the best for 

the future! 



Setting up shop
Students from VPC set up a pop-up shop 

in Quadrant House, Sutton, (OHC&AT’s 
operational staff base) selling a selection of 

hand printed scarfs, framed original artwork 

and a range of vegetable plants for gardens 

and window boxes. 

There was a lot of interest in their handmade 

gifts and they sold £119.00 of products, 

which they will reinvest for future enterprise 

opportunities. 

We look forward to seeing where they take 

their enterprise next!

‘Policed’ to meet you 
Students at the Vocational Centre had the opportunity to meet with local police officer, PC Dion Arnold. PC 
Arnold works with local schools in Wandsworth, and spoke to the group about safety in the community.

Students had the chance to look at equipment, try on some of the clothing and even went into the police 

van to learn how to put the sirens on and use the radio.

Everyone had a great time participating in role play activities whilst using the shield and baton, and the 

group hopes to continue learning about the work of the Met Police with a visit to their local police station.  



Don Rowan Award winners!
Students from Lomond House were nominated 

for “Disability School/Group of the Year” for all the 

amazing work that they do at Streatham Leisure 

Centre every Wednesday.

Frank, Lecturer said “it was so nice to be selected 

from such a large group of schools and colleges. 

The sessions on Wednesdays have been my 

favourite of the last year.”

Students and staff were invited to the Oval for 

The Cricket Society’s Spring Lunch and Award 
Ceremony. At this event, two students, Jordan and 

Alfie, were called up to the stage to receive the Don 
Rowan Memorial Trophy, which is an award given 

by Surrey Cricket Foundation. They were given a 

very impressive trophy and were able to say a few 

words each.

The awards host said “Orchard Hill College was 

nominated for being the most outstanding college 

in using cricket to help those with special needs. 

This award is recognition of the commitment and 

enthusiasm Orchard Hill College students have 

shown and acknowledges all of their hard work.”

Kerry, Head of Centre, said “We are very honoured 

to receive this award. I’m so proud of the two 

students that received the award for having the 

confidence to go up on the stage and address the 
attendees!”

Congratulations to our winners!

Kingston’s Got Talent
What a fun-filled day we had when students from 
college centre Beaconsfield and Kingston MENCAP 
got together to showcase their amazing talents.

The audience was wowed by dance routines, solo 

singing performances, a band, a comedian and 

even a dancing penguin! Performers were out to 

impress the judging panel - the Mayor of Kingston, 
Councilor Margaret Thompson and Caroline Allen 

OBE, Principal and CEO of OHC&AT. All acts 

were awarded perfect 10s from the judges. All 

of the dances were energetic and coordinated 

and everyone made a huge effort with their 

costumes and decorations.

Following the show Caroline Allen received a 

bouquet from students in recognition of her 

retirement after 32 years at the college. She was 

also serenaded by a staff band with their rendition 

of “Sweet Caroline”.

It was the perfect way to spend an afternoon and it 

really lived up to its name, Kingston’s Got Talent!
Well done to all involved.



easyfundraising and AmazonSmile
Easyfundraising.org.uk is a great way to raise 

money for charities just by shopping online. You 

don’t pay anything extra. So far they have raised 

over £9 million for causes throughout the UK. 

We’re asking parents, carers, staff, friends, and 

family who shop online to create an easyfundraising 

account, which means at no extra cost to you, 

you will generate additional donations to benefit 
students throughout the college.

Follow the simple steps on the website to 

create your account; it’s 100% free, no payment 

information is needed, and you will be helping 

to raise money by shopping with your favourite 

retailers. 

Amazon has also launched a charitable scheme: 

AmazonSmile. AmazonSmile is a simple and 

automatic way for you to support a charity of your 

choice every time you shop, at no cost to you. 

When you shop at smile.amazon.co.uk, you’ll find 
the exact same low prices, vast selection and 

convenient shopping experience as amazon.co.uk, 

with the added bonus that Amazon will donate 

a portion of the purchase price to your selected 

charity.

To register visit www.smile.amazon.co.uk and type 

Orchard Hill College into the search bar, then follow 

the next step. 

Together we can raise more funds to benefit 
students across Orchard Hill College!

See you next term!
We wish you all a wonderful summer holiday, and look forward to welcoming back returning students in 

September. To all our leavers, congratulations for everything you have achieved, we will miss you all! 

Please keep in touch and keep us updated with your next steps.

If you would like to get in touch please call 0345 402 0453 or email enquiries@orchardhill.ac.uk

http://

