
Welcome
This message has been a difficult one 
to write during such trying times. As 
you will now be aware, the Government 
announced closure of schools with the 
exception of students of key workers, 
vulnerable students or those with an 
EHCP. We have tried desperately to 
maintain our College provision to those 
where we feel safe to offer a service and 
will remain to do so during the Easter 
break. Lecturers should be touch with 
you to support any work that can take 
place, and any online work that you can 
be continuing with during this uncertain 
time. If you need any support over the 
next coming weeks, please call 0345 402 
0453. 
We still have a lot to celebrate from 
this term, and I hope you enjoy reading 
about some of the great work that has 
been happening at College. As promised 

in the last issue, I can confirm Orchard 
Hill College received Outstanding in the 
Ofsted inspection that took place last 
November. I am proud of every student 
and staff member who has collectively 
achieved this. 
We have seen lots this term which 
students can be very proud of, including 
a residential trip to Calvert Trust in 
Exmoor, introduction of the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award and our first group of 
students starting their Customer Service 
Apprenticeship.
Lastly I would like to say please make 
sure you all look after yourselves; 
I’m looking forward to going back to 
normality soon.
Kelly Phillips, 
Principal
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Term dates

Please note these dates are dependent on advice regarding coronavirus and 

what is best to keep our students safe. 

Please check our website www.orchardhill.ac.uk for updates. 

First day back after Easter: Monday 20th April 
INSET day: Friday 24th April
Half term: Monday 25th May – Friday 29th May 
INSET day: Friday 5th June
Last day of term: Thursday 16th July

Coronavirus update

We would like to thank you all for your 
understanding during these difficult 
times. As advice and guidelines change 
daily, we are trying to keep you updated 
and to ensure the best for our students. 
We are using our text messaging system 
to send direct messages and keeping 
our website updated. 
Please help us in combating the spread 
of this virus by immediately notifying 
us, via your Head of Centre, if you or 
any members of your family begin to 
show any symptoms. If anyone in your 
home starts to show any symptoms of 
coronavirus, everyone in the household 
must self-isolate. 

Please call us on 0345 402 0453 if 
you need any clarification or support to 
understand symptoms. 
The Department for Education (DfE) 
has launched a coronavirus (COVID-19) 
helpline service for the education sector 
including staff, parents, carers and young 
people. Details are:
Telephone: 0800 046 8687
Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@
education.gov.uk
Opening hours: 8am-6pm (Monday-
Friday)

We’re Outstanding! 

We’re delighted to announce that 
following our Ofsted inspection in 
November 2019 we continue to be 
‘Outstanding’!
The college was graded ‘Outstanding’ 
in all four judgement areas. The report 
stated; “Since the previous inspection 
governors, leaders, managers and 
staff have maintained their exceptional 
standards to provide an outstanding 
experience for their students. They hold 
extremely high aspirations for students”.
The report went on to praise the 
curriculum, which is carefully designed 
and bespoke to individual students 
and ensures they are successful and 

independent in their lives after college. 
The report also acknowledged the 
“robust safeguarding processes in place 
to ensure that students are safe in and 
out of college”.
Kelly Phillips, college Principal, stated; “I 
am so proud of all our students and staff 
who have worked so hard to maintain an 
‘Outstanding’ judgement. Our students 
truly deserve this, and it represents the 
continued dedication of the entire college 
community.”
The full report can be found on our 
website www.orchardhill.ac.uk.

You can find term dates, 
news stories and updates on 
our website 
www.orchardhill.ac.uk



National Apprenticeship Week 

We were proud to be part of National Apprenticeship Week from 3rd to 7th February, 
an annual week-long celebration of apprenticeships and a time to recognise and 
applaud apprenticeship success stories. We have a number of apprentices working 
across Orchard Hill College & Academy Trust, including Matt who works in our 
Digital School. Since starting as a volunteer, he has advanced in his career and is 
supporting the team full time. Matt said:

A paw-fect work placement 

One of our WorkStart students is having 
a fantastic time on her work placement 
with Paws and Pause in South London. 
The organisation is a social enterprise 
offering day care for dogs in the local 
area. Their social mission is to “support 
people who have been long term 
unemployed back into sustainable 
employment”, so it’s a brilliant company 
to be working with.
Shanice is having a great time caring for 
the dogs, grooming and feeding them, 
and taking them for long walks twice a 
day alongside the rest of the Paws and 
Pause team.
Shanice said “I’m really enjoying working 
here. I brushed all the dogs’ hair last 
week and they loved it! Taking them for 
walks is great and I’m taking on more 

responsibilities.”
Shanice is taking huge strides towards 
realising her goals and securing work 
in the animal care sector. Keep up the 
great work, Shanice!

Expressive arts at VPC 

Students enjoyed the opportunity to get creative at VPC when they took part in an 
expressive art session. There was lots of freedom to enjoy the paints, some chose 
hand painting and the ‘splat’ technique, whilst others preferred dipping and rolling 
objects in paint. There were plenty of smiles all round and everyone produced

A brilliant getaway 

Our first residential of 2020 was to Calvert Trust in Exmoor. Experienced staff 
supported students to reach their full potential no matter what their level of ability. 
The activities were fun and challenging to build confidence and teamwork skills.  
Students took part in horse riding, abseiling, zip wires, cycling, crate stacking 
challenges and more. 

“Part of my role is being a Learning Support 
Assistant at some of the academies in the 
Trust and at Sutton Life Centre, where I get 
to share my digital knowledge. The biggest 
highlight of my job is helping students and 
members of my local community to enjoy 
technology.” Simon, Creative Director of 
the Digital School, said: “Matt has fit into 
the team really quickly and has made a 
great impact; he is always positive and 
enthusiastic.”
You can find out more about our apprentices on our website under the ‘News’ page. 

After a busy day students and staff 
spent time relaxing in the hydrotherapy 
pools and sensory room, and evening 
entertainment was provided with a visit 
from Exmoor Zoo and a disco, which 
students especially loved. The trip was 
thoroughly enjoyed by all that attended 
and the experience one that will be 
remembered.

dynamic and colourful artwork. 
Tutor, Gemma, said: “Art 
sessions are great for students’ 
well-being, they have the 
freedom to express themselves 
and explore lots of different 
techniques in a fun and relaxed 
environment.”



Dancing at the YMCA!

Students from Beaconsfield are dancing 
up a storm at their weekly dance lessons 
at the YMCA Hawker Centre in Ham.
The sessions give the group the perfect 
opportunity to get some exercise dancing 
to their favourite songs while having 
a brilliant time with their peers. Some 
weeks they are even joined by friends 
who left college last year, so it’s become 
a great way to keep in touch.

Going to the Hawker Centre also 
provides a brilliant opportunity for travel 
training. The group’s Lecturer, Laura, 
explained that by taking two buses to 
the centre means students learn about 
safe travel, keeping aware of their 
surroundings, learning a route and 
identifying which bus to take.
As you can see, they’re having a brilliant 
time!

World Book Day

Following the success of their Christmas sensory story the Digital School was back 
in action with a multi-sensory celebration of World Book Day at Sutton’s central 
library.

Lambing season at Tom’s Farm

Students at Vocational Centre in Wandsworth have been fortunate to be part of 
lambing season at Tom’s Farm. The on-site city farm has spent this term preparing 
to welcome around 40 lambs and goat kids! This has enabled students to see first-
hand the preparation, nurture and care that goes in to running a farm and caring 
for animals. Students took it in turns to visit the pregnant animals and see them 
having scans to check the wellbeing of the foetuses. Farm Manager, Josh, said 
“We are happy with our results and all the sheep are doing very well.” This is a rare 
experience that few get to be part of, so we’re delighted to be able to offer this to our 
students. 

Salsa at Lomond 

Dance teacher, Dani, from Havana Londres, joined our students at Lomond House 
for a salsa session. The atmosphere was brilliant and the students couldn’t help but 
join in!
Curriculum Lead, Cristina, said “It was a really fun session and great for student 
wellbeing. We would love to have Dani in again as she was brilliant with the students 
and we all had such an amazing time!”

Creative Director, Simon Gale penned an 
original composition that took students on 
a virtual journey to a library where they 
were transported through a web of literary 
classics from ‘Moby Dick’ to ‘Space 
Odyssey’. 
The books were brought to life via 4D 
sensory experiences including smell, 
touch, sound and visual delights, making 
an engaging and enjoyable experience.
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Wyvern goes digital!
Classes across Wyvern have enjoyed engaging with new and leading tech solutions, 
with virtual reality (VR) proving to be very popular. VR enables students to explore 
wider world topics by going on virtual journeys through different countries and 
cultures. 
Students have also been developing their own games, using coding kits and 
running sensory journeys using the pico projector. It’s been a wonderfully creative 
opportunity for students and one they’ve hugely enjoyed.

Please support us

Easyfundraising.org.uk is a great 
way to raise money for charities just by 
shopping online. You don’t pay anything 
extra. So far they have raised over £9 
million for causes throughout the UK.
We’re asking parents, carers, staff, 
friends, and family who shop online 
to create an easyfundraising account, 
which means at no extra cost to you, 
you will generate additional donations to 
benefit students throughout the college.
Follow the simple steps on the website 
to create your account; it’s 100% free, 
no payment information is needed, and 
you will be helping to raise money by 
shopping with your favourite retailers.

Amazon has also launched a charitable 
scheme: AmazonSmile. AmazonSmile 
is a simple and automatic way for you 
to support a charity of your choice every 
time you shop, at no cost to you. When 
you shop at smile.amazon.co.uk, you’ll 
find the exact same low prices, vast 
selection and convenient shopping 
experience as amazon.co.uk, with the 
added bonus that Amazon will donate 
a portion of the purchase price to your 
selected charity.
To register visit www.smile.amazon.co.uk 
and type Orchard Hill College in to the 
search bar, then follow the next step.
Together we can raise more funds to 
benefit students across Orchard Hill 
College!


