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Welcome
As ever it has been a busy Autumn term at College. It has been a pleasure to meet all 

our new students who joined us in September and to see them all settling in over the 

term and building new friendships. 

I was proud to see how our students marked Queen Elizabeth II’s passing in 

September. Many wanted to pay their respects and reflect on the Queen’s life of 
service and devotion to her country. 

I am thrilled that this term has seen the launch of the Prince’s Trust Award in College, 

helping students to gain new skills and celebrate their achievements. Students have 

also participated in a range of initiatives including Anti-Bullying Week, Association of 

Colleges’ Love Our Colleges Week, Black History Month and Hate Crime Awareness. 

Please do follow us on social media and visit our website to see all our news stories. 

This academic year has seen the development of our extra-curricular offer at College; 

you can read about some highlights in this issue. It has been wonderful to see 

students attending evenings out, trips to the theatre, and more. 

I hope you enjoy reading this issue of Family Matters and hearing about everything 

that has been happening across the College. 

As always, I would like to thank you all for your ongoing support and wish you all a 

restful break and a Merry Christmas. 

Kelly Phillips

Principal 

Highlights from across the centres

Kingston region

We have had a busy term in the Kingston Region. Our student cleaning company 

has continued to work hard down at the local church and in the new year they 

will be looking to expand their business along New Malden High Street. We have 

also confirmed our very own market stall in New Malden where students can sell 
the amazing enterprise products they have created.  Students went to the theatre 

to watch the musical 9-5 and got to meet the cast. They have also been to watch 

Harlequins vs Gloucester in an exciting evening rugby game, which they really 

enjoyed! Students and staff also raised over £150 for ‘Movember’ by growing some 

outstanding moustaches! A massive highlight was our brand new allotment space with 

compost bin, raised beds and our own shelter and storage area with full wheelchair 

access. Students have loved their weekly visits there, digging and weeding and 

enjoying the peaceful environment. The Mayor is due to come and visit us there in the 

new year and observe our gardening skills!

Sutton region

In Sutton the students have been working with Youth Sutton and Sutton Police to 

help raise awareness of Hate Crime. They got creative and designed t-shirts, which 

were then printed and given out during Hate Crime Awareness Week. Students also 

participated in a boxercise class, to help show healthy ways to release any anger that 

they may have, and joined Youth Sutton at the local cinema in a special viewing just 

for the College. 

In Sutton students have also been enjoying getting involved in range of extra-

curricular activities including a meal at Q Bar, part of the new social calendar, and a 

night out at Stanley Club with Gig Buddies Croydon. 

Lastly, we want to congratulate Ameen for gaining voluntary employment in Morrisons 

– well done!

Hillingdon region

In Uxbridge we have been thrilled to move into our new centre in Hillingdon this term, 

you will be able to read more about our move later in this issue. 

Our students have been settling in to the new centre and have been working hard 

building new partnerships, including with Hillingdon Food Bank, which we look 

forward to developing next term. The Project Search Supported Interns were pleased 

to have a visit from Tony Zaman, the CEO of Hillingdon Council, who was delighted to 

hear about course and meet the enthusiastic students who are attending. 



Opening in Park View 
In September Orchard Hill College 

opened its doors at our new building 

in Uxbridge: Park View Centre. The 

centre is close to Uxbridge town centre 

and has a range of on-site vocational 

opportunities available to students, 

including catering, digital media and 

more.

Our students have done fantastically 

well settling into their new centre and 

have been working hard to build links 

in the local community. The students 

have also been planning ways to 

improve their carbon footprint by 

introducing more recycling schemes 

across the Centre. 

Financial Support 

We understand that finances can be difficult for our students and their parents and 
carers, especially at this time of year. You can find more information on bursaries 
that are available to support students to attend College, as well as community food 

and support initiatives in your local area, on our website at: orchardhill.ac.uk/your-

college/financial-support/bursary-and-financial-support/ 

We have also introduced Community Fridges in all our regions. These are open to 

students and their parents/carers to help themselves to food. Please contact your 

Centre Receptionist for further details.

Did you know if you are a student at Orchard Hill College you can access a Totum 

student card? Visit: www.totum.com for more information.

Southwark region

It has been a wonderful term here in Southwark region, with students continuing to 

broaden their extra curricula and social experiences, as well as have making many 

fun memories.

We held our very first social calendar event last week. Our students and parents 
joined us on a Friday, for Nandos here in Camberwell. We had a good turnout of 

learners with their families also in attendance. The event was a great success with 

both students and families creating separate communication groups to remain in 

contact outside of college. The learners all enjoyed socialising with each other and of 

course feasting on the amazing food. 

Apprenticeship Success

It has been a very successful term for our 

Apprenticeship students. One student, 

Sophie, has achieved a ‘Distinction’ for her 

Level 3 Teaching Assistant Apprenticeship 

and has been able to secure a full time job 

as a Learning Support Assistant at VPC in 

Carshalton. 

Another student, Ebony, has also achieved 

a distinction in her Level 3 Teaching 

Assistant Apprenticeship. Her teacher 

Frances Shrimpton commented “Ebony’s 

portfolio of evidence highlighted her depth 

of knowledge and experience at Carew 

Academy, showcasing the impact she has on 

the students in her classes. Her distinction 

confirms the importance of being able to 
discuss her role as a Teaching Assistant and 

give examples of her good practice”.

Well done to both students for their hard work 

and commitment to their Apprenticeships.



Annual Christmas Card Competition 

The College held their Annual Christmas Card Competition this year. After 

much deliberation and hours of independent judging, local artist Louise 

Pasquill chose the winners. 

First place went to Samuel from Lomond House in Southwark.

Louise commented on Samuel’s entry: “Samuel is really rocking his way 

around the Christmas tree here.  The colour mix of black and white for the 

figure and colour for the decorations creates contrast and impact.  Bowie is in 
the film “The Snowman” too!  The drawing is brilliant, I can hear the famous 
rock legend singing Christmas cheer from your design.  Very festive, well 

done.”

Second place went to Sam from VPC. Louise’s appraisal of Sam’s work was 

as follows: “Sam’s design is very thoughtfully assembled and has a lovely 

warm texture.  The circular shape works well in the centre of the square 

format, the wreath being made from collaged tissue paper compliments the 

soft edge of the “NOEL” in contrast to the red background.  The message is 

clear and the repeated patterns around the wreath and traditional design are 

well made.  Congratulations Sam.”

Finally third place went to Alison from Lomond House. Louise commented: 

“Alison has thought carefully about her design to show symmetry and a 

Christmas theme through a range of ideas.  There are reindeer, snowmen and 

also she has considered celebrating our diverse community.  Alison’s cheerful 

card is well-balanced, festive and I like the natural elements, the snowflakes 
and snowy pine trees mixed in with the elves and Father Christmas. Well done 

Alison.”

A huge thank you to all the students who took part in the competition.

Transition events 

In November we had a busy week of Transition Events across College. The 

aim of these events is to provide information and advice on what provisions 

students can access in the local area and information on next steps after 

College. They are attended by our students and their parents and carers; 

we also invite other schools from the local area and Orchard Hill College & 

Academy Trust to attend.

The week kicked off in Kingston, where we were pleased to welcome a 

number of stall holders from the local area, along with representatives 

from Bedelsford, Dysart and St Philip’s Schools. Our next event took place 

in Southwark, where we had a brilliant turnout at The Salvation Army hall 

opposite Lomond House and we were pleased to be joined by Michael 

Tippet, Drumbeat and Tuke Schools, along with Lambeth College and Park 

Kennington College. 

Following this we held our first Transition event at our new centre in 
Hillingdon, where students were pleased to welcome providers to see the 

new facilities. Students were on hand with refreshments in the new vocational 

kitchen too.

Lastly, our students and staff attended the Preparing for Adulthood event 

hosted by the London Borough of Sutton at Sutton Life Centre, along with 

a number of other OHC&AT schools including Carew Academy, St Philip’s 

School and The Link School.

The events all went really well and were key in building partnerships and 

networking. In Kingston, Southwark and Hillingdon we welcomed a total of 

28 external stall holders and saw over 200 students, parents/carers and staff 

members visit the events. Thank you to all those who made the week such a 

success.



Christmas in the community 

We’ve had a wonderful time celebrating with students across our centres at 

this year’s Christmas in the Community events. Celebrations started in Sutton 

where students volunteered at the Sutton Light Switch On hosted by Enjoy 

Sutton. Students were pleased to be giving out free goody bags to children 

enjoying the celebrations. 

In Kingston, students wowed the crowds with their festive carolling alongside 

pupils from Bedelsford School. Members of the public from the surrounding 

shops and cafes were eager to be a part of the festive celebrations too.

Students from Uxbridge produced some wonderful bespoke items to sell at the 

local market. They impressed passers-by with their range of products, from 

sensory items to t-shirts and hampers. 

Lastly, students from Southwark brought the festive cheer to Camberwell 

Green with some wonderful carolling and a contemporary dance performance. 



See you next term

We wish all our students a wonderful festive break, and look forward to welcoming 

everyone back in January. 

Keep up to date with news stories across the college on our website and social 

media platforms:

If you have any feedback on Family Matters please contact us at:  

marketing@ohcat.org

www.orchardhill.ac.uk

@O_H_College

orchardhillcollege


